ive resbute i 
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If I Were... 


---4 Minister 


I WOULD— 

® Make my pulpit a sounding board for applying 
the principles of Christianity to the vital problems 
of this day. 

© | would not remain silent about the great social 
evils. 

® | would be deeply concerned about the quality 
of the homes. 

® T would pull no punches on the subject of race 
relations. 

” 


I would try to make Jesus real. 


—WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 


(See article, page 4) 








MacLEAN LETTER SAYS YOUNG PEOPLE 
CAN FOLLOW CHRIST ALL THE WAY 


PLAN WITH RUSSIAN CHRISTIANS 


EDITORIALS— 

A Church Must Grow—But How? 

One Became Two 

‘‘And My People Love to Have It So’’ 








IN THIS ISSUE 


N. C. SYNOD URGES INCREASE IN 
YOUNG CHURCHMEN ASK FOR EXCHANGE IF I WERE A MINISTER 


IF I WERE A LAYMAN 


MAN IN A JALLOPY 


---A Layman 


WOULD—— 
Strive earnestly to be a priest. 
Begin at home—with the family altar. 
Share in the church’s pastoral responsibility. 
Insist on giving reality to our representative 
demoeraey in the chureh. 
© Inform myself more thoroughly concerning the 
business of the church. 
© Support a free pulpit. 
¢ Seek with God’s help to put in practice the gos- 
pel which is preached to me. 


—RUSSELL CARTWRIGHT STROUP. 


(See article, page 5) 








IMMIGRATION QUOTA FOR JEWS 
By Wilbur La Roe, Jr. 


By Russell Cartwright Stroup 


By Kenneth J. Foreman 
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Letters to the Editors 





Young People CAN Follow Christ All the Way 





Cruelty, or Lack of Courage? 


An Open Letter to Miss Marjorie Pat- 
terson and Her Generation: 

Your article on “How Far Can Young 
People Go in Following Christ?” (THE 
OUTLOOK, Aug. 19) disturbed my vaca- 
tion, and the words, “It is cruel to plant 
a dream in our hearts and then build a 
fence around us” have burned themselves 
upon my heart. Your charge that the 
church teaches her children to follow 


Christ all the way and then opposes “all- 


out” Christian living is all too true, I 
fear. But this is not because the church 
(which, after all, is made up of you and 
me and a multitude of rather’ kindly 
folk) is intentionally or even consciously 
“cruel.” 

The majority of people, in the church 


and out of it, 
Every forward movement stimulates 
a reaction. Historically, it may that 
the church had to to its tra- 
ditions in to survive in a rapidly 
changing Yet, much progress has 
been made since woman was but the chat- 


have always been conserva- 
tive. 
be 
has cling 
order 
world. 


tel of man, since human beings were 
bought and sold as slaves, and since 
Christians burned each other at the stake 
because of minor theological differences. 
These changes did not just happen—they 
came only because Jesus of Nazareth, 
Faul, Luther, Wesley, Madame _ Curie, 
Florence Nightingale, Joan of Arc, Rau- 
schenbush and a long line of men and 
women have dared to go forward, not- 


withstanding discouragement. 


Is it possible that your generation is 
suffering from a “persecution complex’’? 
Isn't it time for you to come out from 
under the “Juniper tree’? Indulging in 


morbid moods is not the way to challenge 


the church After all, the price of pro- 
gzress has always been prohibitive to 
timid Souls But to the brave, worn-out 
barriers are made to be broken, and offi- 
cial fences are not insurmountable to 


the 
possible that 


fearless fighters in 
it barely 
tion is 
of us 


army of God. Is 
the present situa- 
much to the “cruelty” 
to the lack of a cru- 
sading courage among you youngsters? 
JOHN A. MacLEAN. 


due not so 


oldsters, as 


Va. 
I love you, my dear, and all those 


Richmond, 

P. S. 
young people, who like you have had the 
strength character stand for their 
convictions. Your article and the letters 
it inspired are wonderful! They give me 


of to 


fresh hope May God bless you! 
Liked the Letter 
Yo the Editors: 

I think you are to be greatly com- 
mended for having published the much- 
commented-on Roman Catholic letter 


(June 17), and I 
were performing a 
chureh and to 
gave us more of the stark facts 
about that organization. Thus armed, 
we would be in a better position to know 
what we are up against and how to deal 
with it. Those —and I intend 
disrespect to them—who are insulted 
by the publication of the (sic) 
letter, are like the ostrich; like the Orien- 
tal kings of old, who chopped off the head 
the one who brought them bad news. 
It is encouraging that our members, 
our church officially, have brought 
into the open the matter of our rela- 


would consider that you 
to 
members, if 


great service 


us, its 


your 
you 
ugly, 


readers no 
80 


famous 


of 


and 
out 


tions with (7) the Roman church, and we 
not 


are to adopt the “hush, hush, speak 
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softly, you might hurt somebody's feel- 
ings” policy. 

Let me suggest that you initiate a regu- 
department in which you will inform 


your readers of the policies and practices 


lar 


of the Roman church. “a 
THOS. R. MILLER. 
Florence, S.C. 
Legal Profession Objects 
To the Editors: 

In studying the Sunday school lesson 
for Sept. 8, “Jesus and Sincerity of 
Speech,’ I was startled to find that you 
quoted Miss Bromley as follows: “No 


the laws or their administra- 
tion will wipe out perjury so long as the 
legal profession countenances and en- 
courages it.””. Surely you must have been 
napping when you permitted such a state- 


revision in 


ment to enter with your apparent appro- 
val. Further on under the head of slan- 
der you say, “Most of us, however, are 


very careless about the truth of the tales 


that we repeat.” I am sufe that you will 
recognize that the honorable legal pro- 
fession is entitled to a public apology. 
You seemed to have been very careless 
when you made this statement. 

ZEB.. V TURLINGTON. 


Mooresville, N. C. 

“ditors’ Note—The writer intended no 
reflection on a great and noble profession. 
In the article referred to Miss Bromley 
quotes eminent lawyers as to the wide- 
sprend prevalence of perjury in our 
courts. She argues that the solution for 
this evil lies with the lawyers them- 
selves. We quoted the statement above, 
as the context reveals, stimulate 
thought. The writer himself would never 
make, and does not endorse, so sweeping 
a generalization. 


Sabbath Observance Day 


To the Editors: 

I wish to call to the attention of the 
church the action of our last General 
Assembly, as follows: 

“We recommend that September 29, 
1946, be designated as Sabbath Observ- 
ence Day, and that our ministers be ur- 
gently requested to preach a sermon on 
Sabbath Observance on that day and to 
bring to the attention of their congre- 


gations the contents of the report of the 
Permanent Committee on the Sabbath.” 

Ss. C. BYRD, Chairman. 
Winnsboro, 8S. C. 


Former Mitchell President Writes 
To the Editors: 
Whin I saw in the tabul of contints 
in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK (Aug. 
19) whur Eufalia were writing about Mit- 
chell and Misshunaries, I thot 
at onct of the oldest young people’s Mis- 
shunary Sicyty in the Synod of North 
Carolina orginized in Mitchell Kollidge 
in 1857 with Miss Margaret Mitchell as 
sponsor and Amanda McGilvey of Siam as 
fust presidint, and, thinks I, now the 
story of this sicyty is being told to the 
wurld. Before I could turn the pages, I 
cogitated maybe you wud go on to tell 
of Mitchell's alumnae in Korea, Siam— 
meaning Thialand, of course—China, Cuba, 
Mexico and in strategic places in the home 
misshun feeld. You kin imagin my ser- 
prize whin I diskuvered you wur turn- 
ing this ninety-year-old insteetushun into 
a home for ritired misshunaries. 

Being one of these ritired church wurk- 


Kollidge 





re-entered as second class matter, June 
on Monday by 


2-9492. 10c a copy, $3.00 a year. 





_no 





ers—one of these wimen ritired without 
ritirement kompinsashun—I thot your 
idee for housing the misshunary saints 


in this beeutiful Georgian gothic struck- 
ture a thing to be dezired. Rut, is Mitch- 
el] reddy be ritired? 

Just by way of imphormashun, thur is 
lokal .bizness kollidge with wich 
Mitchell's bizness dipartment is kompe- 
ting. The kollidge, with its excillint equip- 
ment of comptometry, dictaphone, edi- 
phone, adding and typing machines, is surv- 
ing the town and kummunity by offering 
nite klasses and short term summer courses 
in addichun tothe regular one and two ac- 
eridited courses—and be hit known that 
this Mitchell Kollidge has as high an aker- 
demic standing as iny of the Presbyterian 
junior kollidges in North Carolina, and is 
serving a wurthy type of stewdint that 
othurwize might not be reeched by iny 
uther Christian kollidge. 

However, if the powers that be think 
to ritire this venerable kollidge, I 
agree that it wud be reel fittin to turn it 
into a home for ritired misshunaries and 
church wurkers—only let it be under- 
stood thet single wimin teechers and ad- 
ministrators of church  kollidges and 
church offices also be edmitted to this in- 
steestushun. 


to 


best 


GRACILLA RAMSAY. 
Penney Farms, Fla. 
EDITORS’ NOTE—Mrs. Ramsay is a 


former president of Mitchell College. 


IF We Make It OUR World 


To the 


It’s a wonderful world, IF we 
Make it OUR world; 


Editors: 


A world of the happy and free, 
With barriers broken, 
And friendship a token 

Of our four-fold security. 

It's a peace-loving world, IF 
We make it OUR world; 

For we would not war on our own! 
And the “Pillars of Peace,” 


If allowed to increase, 
Will support our Prince on His “throne.” 


It’s a God-hearing world, IF we 
Make it OUR world; 
For “God-with-us” gives us 
The will to serve others, 
“The least of His brothers,” 
Brings “peace and good will” to the earth. 
—RAY SPIVEY. 


“new birth.” 


Madill, Okla. 


Shawhan Books 


To the Editors: 

Recently we took over the Parliamen- 
tary Law books and materials of Mrs. 
Narcissa T. Shawhan and from now on 
will have these items as a regular part 
of our stock. Mrs. Shawhan has agreed 
with us in feeling that this should be 


brought to the attention of your readers. 
Orders should now be sent directly 

to our Presbyterian Book Store. ... 
BESSIE C. LEWIS, 
Director of Promotion. 

Executive Committee of 

Religious Education and Publication, 

Richmond, Va. 


Outlook — OUTLOOK 


To the Editors: 

I said to one of our fine young men 
who recently returned from service, “Are 
you getting THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 


LOOK? He seemed puzzled for a moment, 


and then said, “Well, I’m trying to.” I’m 
glad to say he’s “getting” it now. 
I like your “outlook.” 


THOMAS H. HAMILTON. 
Kinston, N. C. 





15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 


Presbyterian of the South, Inc., Room 203, 13 North Fifth 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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President is Asked 
To Increase Jewish 


Immigration Quotas 


N. C. Synod Asks Response to 


‘Tragic Plight’’ of Homeless 


Concerned by the tragic plight of 
homeless Jews, members of the North 
Carolina Synod, at their recent meeting 
at Queens College, Charlotte, wired 
President Truman asking for increased 
Jewish immigration to this country. 
Introduced by N. N. Fleming, Mebane 
minister, the resolution received promi- 


nent newspaper attention - throughout 
the state. 
What was considered to be a very 


important step was taken in the de- 
cision to establish a ‘‘Presbyterian Home 
for the Aged”’ to be located in Greens- 
boro. A $300,000-campaign to make 
this possible will begin October 1. 
Proposed to care for 100 persons, the 
home will be open to people of means 
and to those who are in need alike. 
Spirited debate accompanied this pro- 
posal but only with regard to the means 
of securing the money. H.R. McFadyen 
of Pinetops and R. Murphy Williams of 
Greensboro took the lead in this accom- 
plishment of the synod. 


Recommend “Howerton” Hotel 


Two overtures were sent to the Gen- 
eral Assembly concerning Montreat. The 
first asked that the successor to the 
Alba Hotel now in process of building 
be named in honor of Dr. J. R. Hower- 
ton, Montreat pioneer and one-time pas- 
tor of Charlotte’s First Church. The 
other overture requested the Assembly 
to appoint an ad interim committee to 
study the whole question of the govern- 
ment and management of Montreat 
“with a view to its continued large use 
to the church.”’ ; 

Speakers at the meeting included 
Eugene Daniels, of the War Relief Com- 
mittee, who said, ‘I tell you the most 
pressing need confronting our civiliza- 
tion and the Christian Church is that 
one-fourth of the world’s population 
will die of hunger unless we find some 
way to feed them in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” Robbins -W. Barstow, one of 
the directors of Church World Service, 
underscored the present world need. 
Frank W. Price told about “New 
Frontiers for Mission Work in Asia,” 
pointing to China as of strategic im- 
portance, Russia, he said, must be 
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reached ‘‘with the passion of the Cross”’ 
by way of China. Two obstacles to this 
advance by American Christians, he 
said, are American standards of sex 
morality and racial injustice. 

O. C. Williamson, pastor at Cook Me- 
morial church of Charlotte, succeeded 
J. A. Redhead as moderator. Dr. Red- 
head, in his sermon, effectively scored 
the forces of humanism and summoned 
the church to a new God-centered day. 
Wade H. Boggs, executive secretary of 
the Louisville committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, gave 
the daily inspirational addresses. The 
pre-synod home missions conference was 
featured by the wise and humorous 
counsels of A. W. Hewitt of ‘‘Shepherd”’ 
and “Shepherdess” fame. 

J. M. WALKER, JR. 

Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


YoungChurchmenAsk 
For Exchange With 


Russian Christians 


Delegates ‘‘Commit’’ Selves on 


Pressing Issues of the Day 


Lakeside, Ohio. (RNS)—A resolution 
recommending that the Federal Council 
of Churches initiate steps looking to- 
ward the exchange of young churchmen 
between Russia and the United States 
for the purpose of achieving better 
understanding between the two peoples, 
was adopted here by 350 ex-servicemen 
at the closing session of the National 
Conference of Young Churchmen. 


The conference was sponsored by the 
Federal Council and the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


The resolution was similar to a sug- 
gestion made by Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam, president of the Federal Coun- 
cil, in his keynote address to the con- 
ference, that Russia and the United 
States exchange 100 doctors, ‘religious 
leaders, and veterans. 


Recommendations Debated 


Three recommendations brought be- 
fore the final plenary session of the con- 
ference evoked considerable debate. 
One proposal committing the conferees 
to “seek equalization of educational op- 
portunities for all races though not 
necessarily through the immediate re- 
moval of segregation’ was finally 
adopted after the delegates agreed to 
delete the phrase referring to segrega- 
tion. 


A member of the workshop group 
which submitted the proposal explained 
to the conferees that the segregation 
clause had been inserted as a compro- 
mise with Southern delegates. 


A number of ex-GIs, including several 
Southerners, took exception to .-this 
statement on the ground that while it 
might be expedient to compromise with 
a sectional viewpoint it was not ethical 
to compromise with.the Christian gospel 
of the brotherhood of all races. 

A recommendation urging church- 
sponsored pre-marital counseling of 
youth precipatated debate when one of 
the delegates proposed that such coun- 
seling include instruction opposing in- 
termarriage of Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. This proposal, however, was 
voted down by a narrow margin. 
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If | Were a Minister 


. e 
F I WERE A MINISTER I would make my pulpit a 
sounding board for applying the principles of Chris- 
tianity to the vital problems of this day. I could not, if 
I were a minister, remain silent on the situation in Spain 
or in Argentina. There is no greater issue before the world 
today than the issue of human freedom. The whole world 
is witnessing a dramatic battle between totalitarianism and 
regimentation, on the one hand, and human freedom on the 
other. There feel that the individual is 
far less important than the State. On the other hand, it 
is of the very essence of Christianity that the welfare of 
the individual is the main interest of Christianity and the 
main purpose of God's love. God cares far less about the 
state than he cares about the men, women and children 
who constitute the state. The time come for Prot- 
estant Christianity to speak out and to say that America 
must continue to stand as it has stood through the years 
for a type of government which aims all its machinery and 
all its methods at ministering to the welfare of the indi- 
vidual, however humble he may be, and safeguarding his 
rights as a child of God. 

We must have nothing in America that converts a man 
to a mere cog in a great superstate machine or which places 
its main emphasis on the welfare of the state as distin- 
guished from the welfare of the individual man, woman and 
child. Thank God America has always stood for individual 
freedom. Thank God that in America the state is the 
servant and not the master of the people. I tremble when 
I see signs which point the other way, and it is a profound 
disappointmeni to me that in our Protestant pulpits so little 
is said on this subject. 

Forget not that there is such a thing as totalitarianism in 
religion as in the state. It is of the essence of the Protestant 
faith that it is truly democratic, recognizing a direct re- 
lationship between the human being and his God. Our 
Presbyterian faith and our Presbyterian form of govern- 
ment are just as democratic as any democratic government 
on this earth, and we must never lose sight of the funda- 
mental importance of democracy and freedom in religion 
and in the Church. 


are those who 


has 


-No Soft-Pedal on Social Issues 


If | were a minister I would not remain silent about such 
social evils as the liquor traffic and gambling. To a sur- 
prising and disheartening extent these great social issues are 
soft-pedaled in the modern pulpit. As a member of a board 
of parole I am shocked by the effect of liquor upon our 
youth. Day after day I see men and women parading before 
our board of parole, converted into felons by liquor and by 
liquor alone. If people had any conception of the relation- 
ship between liquor and crime, they would be far more con- 
cerned about liquor than they are. 

A young woman comes before the parole board, her crime 
being that she killed her two-year-old daughter. She asks 
the parole board not to send her back to society because she 
cannot face the world where the little girl whom she loved 
so much had enjoyed life and love. She killed the little 
girl while under the influence of liquor and did not even 
remember much about it. 

A minister and his wife walk up and down the floor of 
my office wringing their hands and asking me to save their 
son, a fine boy who after a few drinks of liquor, to which 
he was not accustomed, held up and shot the attendant of 
a filling station. Recently the District of Columbia has 
been confronted with a wholesale looting of mail boxes by a 

*Mr. La Roe is an attorney and elder in the Chevy Chase 
church, Washington, D. C. He is a member of the District 
of Columbia Board of Parole. This address, provided us 
through the courtesy of The Presbyterian Tribune, was de- 
livered this year at the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 


By WILBUR LA ROE, JR.* 


gang of criminals. The FBI watched them for stx months 
and finally rounded up the whole gang who had been steal- 
ing government checks from the boxes of widows, pen- 
sioners and others. The postal inspector who helped trap 
them said, ‘‘This ring was motivated by liquor and laziness. 
There were fifty empty whiskey bottles on the premises 
when we made the arrests.” 

Liquor is taking a tremendous toll among our young peo- 
ple. Nor is the danger confined to the young people, for 
we have forty thousand adults every year who become 
inebriates. And yet this is a subject which we rarely hear 
discussed in our pulpits because it is not a popular subject. 
We have almost surrendered to the enemy this sector of 
Christ’s battle line. 

It is worth noting that the profits of a single whiskey 
distilling company for last year—namely, Schenley Distil- 
leries Corporation—were almost the same in amount as the 

27,000,000 figure of our Presbyterian Restoration Fund. 

If I were a minister I would declare eternal warfare 
from the pulpit on the gamblers. I know of no class of citi- 
zens who are more dangerous to the well-being of America 
than the professional gamblers. They contribute nothing to 
the upbuilding of America, and they prey like leeches ov 
our citizens, many of whom can ill afford to lose the money 
which flows into the pockets of the gamblers. From my 
experience on the parole board I could cite tragic cases 
where professional gamblers lured men from good fami- 
lies into the spending of money which did not belong to 
them, including one case where the head of a family in a 
position of trust stole $30,000 from his employer and spent 
all of it in a gambling house. 

Bank clerks and others are exposed to the same tempta- 
tion, and yet we go on tolerating pari-mutuel gambling by 
law in many states and encouraging this anti-social activity 
and encouraging the pubiic enemies who grow fat out of 
the gambling profits. All of this is due to the fact that 
we do not elect to our legislatures, men with a Christian 
viewpoint. I wish that nine thousand Presbyterian minis- 
ters and two million Presbyterian laymen would publicly 
announce war to the finish against gambling and against 
gamblers. 





Interest Young People 


If I were a minister I would gauge my success largely 
by the response of the young people to my ministry. I 
would not worry nearly so much about the adults, because 
the future of the world depends upon the young people. 
We have got to get away from the old uninteresting 
methods of teaching which young people hate and give them 
methods which will attract them and inspire them. My ex- 
perience is that young people are thrilled by the oppor- 
tunity for real social service. I have seen Sunday school 
children actually inspired by the challenge of ridding a 
poor neighborhood of rats which were bringing disease and 
suffering to the community. 

If I were a minister I would be deeply concerned about 
the quality of the homes. I would not worry about youth 
or civilization if there were assurance about the quality of 
every home. When the parole record of an eighteen-year- 
old boy shows that he has been in all kinds of criminal 
difficulty, it is hardly necessary to look up his family back- 
ground because, unless he is a victim of liquor, it is prob- 
able that his parents have been divorced or separated or 
that they are irresponsible or that he has been living with 
other relatives or with strangers or in an institution. 

In thus emphasizing certain political and moral problems 
I would not have it understood that I would neglect the 
basic problem of ministering to men’s souls. The future of 
this world hinges not upon military weapons, not even on 
the atom bomb, but on the quality of the souls of men. 
What this world needs is men with big souls. The awful 
damage that is being done in the world today is being done 
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by men with little souls, men whose souls are warped and 
withered; men who are so small and so narrow and unfair 
that they will judge the value of another man by the color 
of his skin; men with souls so small and so mean that they 
will fatten their own profits by keeping wages below a 
reasonable minimum; men with souls of such microscopic 
proportions that they will manufacture and sell for profit 
alcoholic liquors which bring ruin and suffering to count- 
less thousands. 

If I were a minister I would pull no punches on the sub- 
ject of race relations. The whole structure of the United 
Nations will crumble into dust and the plans for world 
order will fail unless we can abolish the silly thing which 
we call race’ prejudice. 


Men Need a Living Christ 


If I were a minister I would try to make Jesus real to 
men and women and children. Never in the history of 
the world has there been such tragic need for Christ. We 
need to bring the Living Christ back into our Protestant- 
ism and to bring the warmth and power of his love to a 
world that knows not which way to turn because it has 
lost him. Let me say to you that many are wondering 
whether Protestantism can justify itself and establish itself 
firmly in the life-of America. 


The future standing of Protestantism in America depends 
upon the extent to which Jesus is brought back in a vital 
way into our religious teaching, and the extent to which 
his principles are applied in a practical way to the vital 
problems of our day. There has been too much of a ten- 
dency in the pulpit to teach the theory and the principles 
of Christianity without hammering on their practical appli- 
cation to the suffering and the needs of men. Our faith 
is a dynamic faith and it can succeed only when it ener- 
gizes. We cannot expect Presbyterianism to make much 
progress if it functions in a theological vacuum or if its 
activities are confined to the cloistered walls of our 
churches. If I were a minister I would make a business 
of seeing to it that my church members participate actively 
in community affairs, in Rotary Clubs, in Kiwanis Clubs, 
in citizens groups, in local politics. 

The most vital thing in the life of a Christian is prayer. 
I have the fear that many of our ministers spend more 
time in public prayer than they do in private devotions. 
If I were a minister I would spend almost an unconscion- 
able amount of time in prayer. The most important thing 
in the life of any minister is that he keep himself extremely 
sensitive—almost nervously sensitive—to the will of God. 

One reason that a minister needs to spend more time in 
prayer is that he has a more difficult job than almost any- 
one else in the world. I do not see how the average minis- 
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ter can stand the deluge of unfair and silly criticism that 
is heaped upon him. Unfortunately, there are all types of 
people in a congregation, including the narrow-minded and 
unfair. In the same church there are big souls and little 
and mean ones. 

I know of no job where a man and his family are sub- 
ject to so much criticism. They are human targets. I can 
remember my grandmother shedding tears because after 
she had spent many hours making for herself a dress out 
of cloth which a kindly parishioner had given her—because 
she and her husband were very poor—a prominent woman 
in the church remarked that a minister’s wife had no right 
to wear such an expensive dress. 

A minister is criticized for talking too loudly or too 
softly, for the color of his necktie, for using gestures. I 
thank God that as a lawyer I have the privilege of talking 
back to those who criticize me. If I were a minister I fear 
that some of my congregations would have black eyes. 


America’s True Greatness 


If I were a minister I would use my pulpit to extol the 
glories as well as the weaknesses of America. For, however 
much we may criticize the shortcomings of our nation, we 
must realize that it has developed a quality of human free- 
dom and democracy that is not exceeded anywhere on this 
earth. If I were a minister I would let my people know 
I love the Stars and Stripes. I would constantly empha- 
size the relationship between Christ’s ideal of a great 
brotherhood under God and the American ideal of a true 
democracy of free men. 

The destiny of our beloved nation has been guided by 
Christian men and by Christian ideals. If I were a minis- 
ter I would point with pride to the sacrifices that have been 
made and the blood that has flowed to give us the quality 
of freedom that we enjoy today. I would regard the strikes 
and other similar disturbances in the labor field as the 
natural symptoms and growing pains of a virile democracy. 
There can be no strikes where men are regimented, But 
at the same time I would strive for a system in which the 
injury to the public caused by labor disputes is brought to 
an end, not by the regimentation, but by a system of adjudi- 
cation consistent with the highest ideals of our American 
democracy. 

The whole world has its eyes on America. The reason 
is that the world is aware of our political and spiritual 
leadership and of our naterial strength. The future of this 
world rests to a tremendous extent on the quality of Ameri- 
can leadership in world affairs. The success of American 
leadership depends on the quality of the soul of America. 
And the quality of the soul of America depends in very 
large measure upon our Protestant ministers and upon their 
abilty to interpret God to the American people. 


a Layman 


By RUSSELL CARTWRIGHT STROUP* ‘ 


F I WERE A LAYMAN in the Presbyterian Church I 
] would strive earnestly to be a priest. By this seeming 

paradox I mean, of course, that I would make real in my 
life and the life of my church the faith which we profess 
in the priesthood of all believers. Nothing is more neces- 
sary than this if our religious experience as individuals 
and as a Christian congregation is to have vitality and 
power. The greatest weakness in our corporate Christianity 
is its tragic division into two distinct classes: a large body 
of laymen who listen to the sermons and pay the bills on 
the one hand, and on the other a small professional group 
of ministers who are expected to perform the spiritual func- 
tions of the entire church. Such a state spells death to true 
religion. We must have clergymen who enter more fully 
into the life of the laity and laymen who conscientiously 
participate in the spiritual ministry of the Body of Christ. 





*Minister, First church, Lynchburg, Va. 


Begins at Home 

Like all good things this effort on the part of the lay- | 
man should begin at home. We must revive by our own 
hearthsides the family altar, where, as Bobby Burns ex- 
pressed it, ‘‘the priest-like father reads the sacred page— 
then kneeling down to Heaven’s Eternal King, the saint, 
the father, and the husband prays.’’ ‘From scenes like 
these,’ writes Burns, ‘‘old Scotia’s grandeur springs.’”’ We 
might add that from scenes like these the grandeur of 
America or any land must come. No church service is a 
substitute for such scenes. No program of religious edu- 
cation can compensate for the lack of spiritual education 
in the home. Our religious life languishes at the roots and 
the roots are in the family. The responsibility for a re- 
ligious revival rests with priest-like father and priest-like 
mothers who recognize their responsibility to perform their 
priestly functions in the family circle. This responsibility 
cannot be delegated to the minister. It is the duty and the 
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privilege of the layman. And it is of primary importance. 

The priestly function of the layman, however, extends 
beyond the confines of the home. He must play his part in 
the religious exercises of the church. Our spiritual life be- 
comes sterile when, as in so many of our services, laymen 
are spectators rather than participants. To use a common- 
place comparison, the men in the bleachers get very little 
exercise out of a ball game. Bodily benefits are confined to 
the men on the field. Even so with religion. The exercise 
of the soul comes only through participation. One gains but 
little from a only the minister 
offers prayer, reads the Scripture or gives his testimony, and 
when the hymns are sung principally by the choir. If I 
were a layman I would insist on having a part in the service 
for my own sake and for the sake of the service itself. It 
is a sad business when there is a great guif fixed between 
the minister and the choir on the one side of the chancel rail 
and the congregation on the other. In every service of wor- 
ship laymen should participate and there should be those 
services in which the laymen have a leading role to play. 
There should be an opportunity for laymen to lead in prayer. 
There should be times when laymen read and expound the 
Scriptures. There should be occasions when laymen par- 
ticipate in a free discussion of spiritual truths. There 
should be services in which laymen testify to their own ex- 
periences in the Christian life. 


service of worship when 


Sharing Pastoral Responsibility 


Just as the priestly functions of the minister extend be- 
yond the conduct of worship so also with the layman. Ac- 
cording to our Book of Church Order a part of the duty of 
every pastor is to “visit officially the people, devoting 
especial attention to the poor, the sick, the afflicted, and the 
dying.” This pastoral responsibility must be shared by the 
laymen. Every church would grow in power and its mem- 
bers in spiritual stature if the laymen accepted their re- 
sponsibility as fellow workers with the pastor in this Christ- 
like ministry. The stranger in our midst should be called 
on by the preacher. He should also be visited by the lay- 
men. The sick should know the comfort of pastoral visi- 
tation by ministers and laymen alike. Of even greater im- 
portance is the layman's responsibility as an evangelist to 
bear ‘‘the glad tidings of salvation to the ignorant and the 
perishing’”’ as the Book of Church Order expressed it. The 
world will never be saved if our only evangelists are minis- 
ters. Such laborers are too few for so great a harvest. If 
I were a laymen I would feel I had failed my Lord if I had 
never personally led a sinner to his Savior. 

As in the spiritual ministry of the church so also in its 
government. If I were a layman I would insist on giving 
reality to that representative democracy which as Presby- 
terians we believe is the essence of the Apostolic Church. 
We believe it but we don’t practice it. In too many of our 
individual churches and certainly in our church courts the 
laity have men” to the preachers. Either 
through indifference or through ignorance they have dele- 
gated all real authority to the clergy. Our congregational 
meetings become cut-and-dried affairs. Our sessions and 
our diaconates do not take seriously their governmental re- 
sponsibilities. The representatives we send to the meetings 
of presbytery, synod, or General Assembly are too often 
those best able rather than those best qualified to go, and 
this largely because the most effective men are unwilling 
to devote the time and effort required to this essential 
service. In addition we rotate our representatives so con- 
sistently that they come as strangers to the courts of the 
church and hesitate to their 
exert their influence. Even if they were willing to do so, 
their ignorance of the aftairs of the church at 
preclude their making a 
liberations. Laymen appointed to committees and commis- 
fail to take their duties seriously, leaving to the 

preacher the work which properly is theirs. All of these 
facts have served to make a travesty of our representative 
government. We have tended to become episcopal in all but 


become “yes 


as strangers raise voices or 
large would 
genuine contribution to its de- 
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name. The time has come when the laymen of our church 
should assert their rights and assume their responsibility. 
If I were a layman I would first of all inform myself more 
thoroughly concerning the business of my church—not the 
local organization alone but the church at large—and then 
I would share with the minister the government of the 
same. 


Support of a Free Pulpit 


If I were a layman I would recall constantly the promise 
I made with other members of the congregation when my 
minister was installed. In that sacred hour I covenanted 
to “receive the word of truth from his mouth with meek- 
ness and love’ and to “encourage him in his labors, and to 
assist his endeavors for (my) instruction and spiritual edifi- 
cation.”’ If that vow had any meaning it bound me to the 
support of a free pulpit where the preacher might present 
the word of truth as he sees it so long as he remained true 
to the fundamentals of our faith. It means that sometimes 
I must swallow unpalatable pills; for the truth is not a 
soothing syrup nor the opiate of the people. Sometimes 
it stings our conscience, lashes our flagging efforts, and 
stirs us to repentance and reconstruction. As a layman I 
must feel that my minister is remiss in his duty if he does 
not fearlessly proclaim the whole gospel with power. He is 
noi supposed to give the people what the people want but 
what the people need, and often the two are very different 
things. All of us are sinners, including the preacher, and 
we live in a sinful world which needs to be saved. There 
is a ministry of consolation and assurance. There must also 
be a succession with the Prophets of Israel who dared to 
examine the economic, and political structure of their time 
and courageously condemn all that did not measure up to 
the high standard of God. As Christ has pointed out, for 
their pains they were persecuted. If I were a layman I 
would take care lest I be found with those who build monu- 
ments to the prophets of the past while denouncing the 
prophets of their own time. 


The Need of Transformed Lives 


Most important of all, if I were a layman I would seek 
with God’s help to put in practice the gospel which is 
preached to me. The most eloquent words of the pro- 
foundest preacher are mere pyrotechnic displays unless they 
become flesh in the lives of the congregation. It may be 
good seed which is sowed, but falling on stony ground or 
shallow soil it is wasted. The minister may only sow the 
seed. It is the laymen who must provide the harvest. The 
preacher’s part is the easy one of interpreting the will of 
God for men. The task of the laymen is the difficult one of 
making that will their own. Preaching has never trans- 
formed the world. It never can. The world is transformed 
through the transformed lives of men and women. The 
preacher must preach Christ, but this is vain unless 
preacher and laymen alike live Christ. The world does 
not listen to the preacher, but the world is constantly at- 
tentive to the word we speak in the lives we lead. 

The business man who practices Christianity in his busi- 
ness proclaims Christ’s gospel more eloquently than any 
preacher and to more purpose. The layman who in his 
daily life seeks to apply the will of Christ to the problems 
of home, business, politics, race relations, and all other 
areas of human experience is God’s hope for the reformation 
of our society. As a layman, I may lack the gifts of 
prophecy, or teaching, or praying, or testifying; but no 


lack of such gifts can deny me the opportunity to preach 
with power in the life which I lead. to teach others by the 
example I offer, to make all living a prayer to God, and to 
testify constantly in the character I create. 


My step may 
be halting, but I can stumble along in the footsteps of Jesus, 
keeping my eyes ever on my Guide with the certainty that if 
I do, others will fall in step with me and together we shall 
find the meaning of life and a city which hath foundations 
whose builder and maker is God, 
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Letter of a Convert 
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Reprinted from the Catholic Week (Birmingham)* 


EAR JANE, 
D Your letter came today and it 


interests me so that I must put all 
things aside to answer it immediately. 
I like challenges, and your letter is a 
definite one! You say that you are de- 
termined to investigate all religions with 
an open mind until you are certain of 
finding the right one. 
I am delighted to hear that, and right 
this minute I put in my bid to be a God- 
parent, or at least to be present at your 


baptism, for I am absolutely certain that © 


if you investigate them all with an open 
mind, that you will end in becoming a 
Catholic. A cocky statement? I do not 
intend it so, but I have been over the 
same ground and the signs are familiar. 

You say that you are starting your in- 
vestigation by attending a Protestant re- 
vival, a typical Southern tent meeting, 
and that there have been crowds attend- 
ing every night. 

I do not doubt it. I have been to many 
such meetings and although I personally 
never felt the urge to walk up ‘“‘the saw- 
dust trail,’ I have always been in- 
terested in the psychological pattern of 
the meeting. You say that the preacher 
is giving the people a real desire to im- 
prove their lives, to live as better citi- 
zens, to be better neighbors, and you 
add that he is undoubtedly doing a good 
service. I am sure that your statement 
is true, Jane. There is some good in 
most religions, but what is a single nug- 
get compared to a gold mine? Particu- 
larly, what value has it if the discovery 
of a single gain causes the searcher to 
lose the whole truth which he might 
find if he would continue his search? 

In my opinion, THAT is the real 
danger in revivals of the sort you men- 
tion. They are temporary stopgaps that 
may suffice for a moment of emotional- 
ism, but are never enough to last. 

Thank goodness there is no emo- 


tionalism in Catholicism! There is no 


“strike while the iron is hot’’ psychology 

. .and you would never, never be per- 
mitted to join the Catholic Church un- 
less you were sure that you intended to 
stay there. 

I passed a tent meeting just a few 
nights ago. The advertised sermon wa3 
“In Love With and Married to the 
Wrong Woman,” and it had produced 
exactly what the author had desired 

a crowd, What possible ccnnec- 
tion could the announced sermon have 
with the words of Christ? A friend of 
mine who attended, told me that the 
sermon was about Samson and his diffi- 
culties, and that the speaker had given 
some sage advice. Jane, can this be 
religion? A colorful speaker, yes . 
an interesting theatrical performance, 
even, but religion . . .NO! 

You might ask then why it has such 
a popular appeal? [| admit its appeai, 
but I also acknowledge the appeal of 
any good dramatic entertainment. The 
preacher Has, besides, the fact that con- 
science is on his side, and that all of us 
realize that we should live in a more 
Godly way than we do. It attendance at 
such a meeting is a sop to one’s con- 
science, it is not difficult to see why 
people go. It is such an easy way to 
be ‘‘saved!”’ 

But . . . and I am in deadly earnest, 
Jane . . . show me the revival preacher 
who has willingly dedicated his life to 
living on a salary of say, forty dollars 
a month, and [ will respect your re- 
vivalist! Yet priests accept poverty 
gladly, giving up family ties and many 
of the pleasures of this world to serve 
God alone. Or again, show m2 ONE 
revival preacher who will preach to an 
empty tent, and I will cite you thou- 
sands of priests who say or attend Mass 
and read their daily office whether cr 
not anyone is present! 

Would your penitents go down the 
sawdust trial so easily, Jane, if they 


knew that it meant rising at six every 
other Sunday for life, regardless of con- 
venience? Frankly, Jane, I doubt it 
very much indeed. 

The METHOD of preaching, too . 
the pounding of the hands, the shouting, 
the screaming, the acrobatics! Do you 
believe for one single moment that the 
Sermon on the Mount was delivered in 
any such fashion? I am certain that it 
was not. Christ knew with an absolute 
certainty that he was the son of God. 
He did not have to resort to the antics 
of a clown. When he was troubled, he 
went off quietly, away even from his be- 
loved apostles, to pray to his Father 
alone, quietly, reverently. 

Ah, that word reverence!!! The 
Catholic Church is full of it! The feel- 
ing of humility before God touches even 
the casual visitor, and he departs with 
his soul on a higher level than it was 
when he entered the church. 

Do I sound impatient with you, Jane? 
Forgive me if I do, for I was the stub- 
bornest, balkiest pupil any instructor 
could have had. [I have not forgotten 
my promise to tell you of the bending 
process of my own stiff neck, and some 
day when you begin to see the true way 
of life, I will show you what a partner 
in crime you had. 

But today . . . well, your letter 
about attending the Protestant revival 
set me off on a different tangent. You 
have listened to the revivalist. Very 
well, Jane, I do not even ask you to go 
to listen to a priest. [ do ask you asa 
fair exchange to go alone, reverently 
into any Catholic church with an open 
mind and an open heart. You will never 
regret it, Jane, never. 

My love to you and yours, 

EVE. 

*This article is reproduced here not 
by way of endorsement but because of 
the interest which we believe our read- 
ers will find in it—EDITORS. 
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EDITORIAL 





A Church Must Grow—But How? 


Last year, as the Assembly's modera- 


tor, Dr. Young, made his way across the 
church he never ceased to try to shake 
lethargic Presbyterians out of their com- 
placency, to stir the fires of evangelism, 
to awaken some degree of pride in build- 
ing up the church, in branching out. in 
extending the message and ministry of 
Christ. Here and there he used an il- 
lustration which should make many a 
church look at itself to discover its right 
to add numbers to an already unwieldy 
frankly and 
principle of 


membership; to consider 
honestly the fundamental 
growth, 

Looking back at his biology, he said 
a growing thing will do anything to pre- 
itself. Pointing to the activity 
of the unicellular organism, he under- 
scored its expansion from nucleus to cir- 
cumference. until it breaks in two and 
forms others. Hear him: 

‘Being alive, it is natural to want to 
Throughout the full and 
variety of living things the most persist- 
ent characteristic of healthful life is the 
principle of growth. 


serve 


grow. reach 


So strong is 
that tendency that when by its nutrition 
it expands so as to imperil its existence, 
it divides itself into portions by some 
strange venturing and 


impulse, then 
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each part assumes responsibility for liv- 
ing so as to fortify and fulfil ite ever- 
complicating destiny. As the scale 
ascends, the organism becomes increas- 
ingly complex but with the same 
ee 

This deeply rooted law of the universe 
has something to say to us if we have 
ears to hear; and there are other laws 
of the gospel which have more to say 
toward the same end. Let us see, in 
the paragraphs which follow, how it 
worked out in one situation. 


One Became Two 


When the new White Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church was organized in 
Raleigh, N. C., last May, it could have 
been, to the superficial observer, just 
another church being started. It was 
far more than that. It was a pattern 
of heroic and adventurous faith on the 
part of minister and people which needs 
to be told and re-told—and then emu- 
lated—throughout the church. 

The White Memorial church is not an 
outpost organization, looking simply for 
detached or unenlisted 
church membership. It is a colony of 
the well-established First church of 
Raleigh, inspired by the minister and 
leaders of the mother church. That 
colony is made up of 250 of the finest 
members of the First church, including 
five of its elders and nine of its deacons, 
It will have its own plant as soon as 
building conditions permit. Meanwhile, 
after organization in the building of the 
First church, it is convenient 
school building. 

The pastor did so good a job of sell- 
ing his idea of decentralization to his 
people that his own with 
many other young people of own 
age, decided to become a charter mem- 
ber of the church and to give it 
his full Like a good many 
other people, this pastor (M. O. Som- 
has convinced that a 
church begins to lose in efficiency when 
it passes the 1,000-mark and that the 
only way to keep people active and in- 
terested, 


prospects for 


using a 


son, along 


his 


new 
support. 


mers ) become 


considering themselves as 
cold statistics, is to 
churches where they 
other and be known. 
one student of the subject 
that the church of 300-500 
is the most efficient size. ) 

Demands which 
parent 


much more than 
organize smaller 
may know each 
(At least 
maintains 


are made upon the 
organization test its real Chris- 
tianity. In such times will it develop 
its latent leadership? Will it put its 
nominal members to work? Will it dig 
deeper to provide the essential finances 
for its tasks? Will it advance or 
trench? Will it continue to grow or 
will it die? This, of course, is the cru- 
the any 


re- 


cial test; it is test of living 
organism. 

Is there any record of a church kill- 
ing colonizing? There are 
abundant illustrations of spiritual death 
by failing to obey this demanding law. 


As for Raleigh's First Church, there are 


itself by 
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evidences of awakening interest and a 
gréater life even than before—while the 
White Memorial Church, named for the 
late great colonizer, Dr. W. McC. White 

-goes on to bring merited pride to a 
worthy parent, 


‘‘And My People Love 
To Have It So”’ , 
On the South’s Political Leaders 

‘““A wonderful and a horrible thing is 
committed in the land: The prophets 
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means; and my people love 
to have it so” (Jeremiah 5:30, 31). 
The words which we have quoted are 
the words of Jehovah to Jeremiah. The 
prophets of the time were prophesying 
falsely. They were obscuring the real 
gravity of the situation which Judah 
faced and lulling the people into a false 
sense of security which made impossible 
the genuine repentance which might 
have saved the nation. A corrupt 
priesthood was using the voice of the 
prophets as a means of staying in power. 
But this was not the wonderful and the 
horrible thing that was being committed 
in the land. The horrible thing was 
that the people of Judah knew in their 
hearts that the prophets were prophesy- 
ing falsely and that priests and prophets 
were feeding them with lies as a means 
of power. The people knew this and 
loved to have it so. What could Jehovah 
do with a nation in which the people 
themselves were in favor of lying 
prophets and corrupt priests? 

It would be proper to draw a parallel 
between the situation in Judah and re- 
ligious situations which often appear. 
Even in their religious life the people 
demand at times that they be comforted 
with illusions. But an equally valid 
application of it can be made to that 
which is happening in the political scene 
in the South today. Progressive leaders 
of the South are becoming increasingly 
concerned at the character some of the 
political leaders who have been elected 
or re-elected to high office in the South. 
They are concerned about the character 
of the political machines which domi- 
nate cities and in 
The individual reader of this editorial 
can fill in the details out of his own 
knowledge but the general character of 
the thing that is happening must be 
obvious to all. * 

The really alarming thing, however, 
is not that we have demagogues, and 
bigoted and ignorant politicians, corrupt 
political machines, and groups domi- 
nated by race prejudice and hatred. 
There always have been men and groups 
of this kind. The horrible thing is that 
the people love to have it so. 

Of course, all the people do not love 
to have it so. In many elections, prob- 
ably in the great majority of them, the 
people have chosen men 
and ability. And where men of a 
different type have been elected they 
have never had the unanimous support 
of the voters. In many cases they have 
received a bare majority. 


some cases states. 


of character 
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But the fact remains that in a de- 
mocracy the people are responsible for 
the character of the men they elect. A 
wonderful and a horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the land when the people elect 
to high office men whom they know are 
not fitted, either in terms of character 
or ability, for the responsibilities of the 
office. The Germans were not respon- 
sible for all that Hitler did but those 
who voted for him were responsible in 
that they knew his character before 
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they placed him in power. (Cf. Sunday 
School lesson, page 14.) In the end it 
is usually true that a people get just 
about the kind of government they de- 
serve. What kind of government do a 
people deserve when they persist in re- 
electing to important positions in state 
and national life men of obvious in- 
competence and proven. dishonesty? 
What kind of government will they get? 


HOLMES ROLSTON. 





MAN INA 


By KENNETH 


JALLOPY 


J. FOREMAN 





“There shall in no wise enter into 
the city anything unclean.”’—Rev. 
21:27. 


in what was in former times an 

Automobile; but it was old and 
not all of it was there, and it was 
called no longer a Car but a Jallopy. 
The seat covers were torn and insects 
made their home within, and the wind- 
shield suffered from cracks and a per- 
manent fog, and the brakes were not 
to be trusted and the bumpers had 
bumped once too often, the dashboard 
dials gave out no information and noth- 
ing about the engine was as it should 
be with proper engines. The man who 
drove it did the best he could, but he 
was a menace to traffic and to himself, 
for it was evident that the end of that 
jallopy was near at hand. 

Now, there were certain philosophers 
sitting by the roadside, and they ob- 
served the jallopy how it drove, and 
they perceived that it was insanitary 
and uncertain and full of dangers with- 
in and without. And they said one 
to another, What shall now be done 
about yonder jallopy? 

One of them said to his companions: 
The end of all jallopies is at hand. No 
jallopy deserves to survive; its doom 
and judgment are sure. Let us rejoice 
that it falls to pieces, for all attempts 
to mend it are but putting off the judg- 
ment and flying in the face of destiny. 

And another spake and said: A 
jallopy is nothing, but man is every- 
thing. If the driver’s heart be right. 
and he be a man of prayer and integrity 
of soul, the sort of thing he drives 
makes no difference. Let the guardians 
of public safety improve the man and 
let the jallopy go. 


Urs THERE WAS A MAN riding 


Nay, said another, but the jallopy 
makes the man. The driver is a menace 
only because of that which he drives. 
Give him a real car, perfect in all its 
parts and pistons, and he will turn intoa 
perfect driver. 

Then spake another roadside philoso- 
pher, and he said, There is no getting 
a new car, the man will have to make 
his jallopy do. We cannot get a new 
man over the week-end, but the jal- 
lopy can be made roadworthy by a good 
mechanic. Let us hail our friend and 
help him, and that right speedily, and 


aid him to become a better member of 
society by driving in a safer car. 

Which of these philosophers gave the 
best counsel? 


HE driver of the jallopy is Man 
T and the vehicle is his Environ- 
ment; the institutions in and by 
which he lives—home and school and 
society—all that touches his life and af- 
fects him, all that he touches and affects. 
The first philosopher is the religionist 
who sees nothing ahead but the Great 
Bonfire, who holds back from every 
effort to make the world better, who 
sits like Jonah waiting for fire to con- 
sume the city which he has condemned 
but which he will not help. The second 
is the thinker who sees so clearly that 
the key to man’s problems is man him- 
self that he forgets how much man is 
made by his very environment, that 
he is a child of his time and circum- 
stances as truly as ever he was a child 
of his father and mother. The third is 
the type of person who sees so clearly 
that man is a product of his environ- 
ment that he overlooks man’s actual 
freedom and power of will, and fails to 
see that a bad man may misuse a better 
environment to his own destruction. 
The last is the practical Christian 
who agrees that a wreck is predictable, 
but not that it is inevitable; recognizes 
that man is more important than his 
institutions yet sees that institutions 
help to make the man; realizes that 
something new is needed, yet learns 
from history that new worlds do not 
come overnight, that we always have to 
begin with what we have. Aware that 
the best he can do is never enough, he 
nevertheless does what he can. He does 
not suppose that good laws are a sub- 
stitute for goodwill, but he works for 
better laws, for the sake of better men. 
He does not think that bathtubs cleanse 
the soul, but he will vote for water- 
works. He does not look on education 
as a patent medicine, but he pays his 
school tax gladly. He does not expect 
the United Nations to inaugurate the 
Millennium, but he thinks this better 
than Disunited Nations. If environment 
actually makes no difference, if the soul 
can liye in one as well as in another, 
then why should God go to the trouble 
of shutting out of the New Jerusalem 
any evil at all? 


THAT GUARANTEES YOU A 

REGULAR FIXED INCOME FOR 

LIFE THEN HELPS PER- 

PETUATE THE WORK OF FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS. 


Through the Annuity Gift plan of our 
Executive Committee of -Foreign Mis- 
sions, it is possible to buy an annuity 
for yourself, for another, or jointly 
guaranteeing an attractive, fixed in- 
come for life AND at the same 
time make a gift of the principal to 


Foreign Missions. 


Your annuity check will come to you 
semi-annually as long as you live. h 
you so desire, you may.arrange to have 
it continue coming to another should 
they survive you. The annuity rate is 
liberal compared| with interest rates 
today, and 


your money is safely in- 


vested in your behalf. 


Equally important, your money will 


help carry on the work of Foreign Mis- 


sions, sending missionaries to distant 


lands and paying the necessary expenses 


of their work. 


We will be glad to send you copies 
of our free booklets telling about this 
plan of Annuity Gifts in detail. Write 


today to 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Five Months’ Benevolences 
Reported by Assembly Agencies 








Through the Course 


—of half a century and more, 
this Company has administered 
the estates of many men and 
women. 


Benevolences as received by five of 
the Assembly’s agencies for five months 
ending August 31 are reported as fol- 
lows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $294,- 
616: increase, $62,701. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $112,673; 
increase, $4,680. 

Chrisiian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $53,764; decrease, 
$2,286. 


The experience of these many 
years is available for your es- 
tate whether your estate be 
large or small. 


Virginia Trust Company 


THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $18,820; increase, $3,386. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $14,484; increase, $1,975. 
Corporation ° No report: from the Defense Service 
Council 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


[NL REBT NS I TR John S. Grant Is New Assistant 


Treasurer of R. E. Committee 





Worship Folders 


New assistant treasurer of the Execu- 
Fee special Gaye snd general nee, 1a. tive Committee of Religious Education 
mimeographing. and Publication, Richmond, Va., is 
Catalog and samples upon request. 
Get your copy today! 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
Louisville 12. Ky- 


John Shepperson Grant (no relation to 
Executive Secretary Edward D. Grant); 








who served as a lieutenant commander 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two yeara of high school. Alsv special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and comm? cial subjects. 
Applications for 1946-1947 session should he made now 


For catalogue. write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Ruaieigh, 
North Carolina 











1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE—-1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
through Christian Education. You are invited to share in ite work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 
‘The Home of Better Milk’ 








GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 38-1803 610 E. Broad Street Open Ail Night 











and Surgical Insurance 
Also Non-Cancellable Accident Policies for individuals, families and <roups. 
Over 220,000 persons have bought Policies in this Company 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


of Virginia, Incorporated. Write un ¢ <p 
$ 0 
Home Office Richmond, Virginia | Information 








Our policies are usable and goed in all licensed hospitals throughout the world 


HOSPITALIZATION | 








SEPTEMBER 24, 1946 


-in the U. S. Naval Reserve Corps. Mr. 


Grant succeeds J. W. S. Gilchrist, who 
resigned to become general secretary of 


the Children’s Home Society of Virginia, 


Assembly’s Training School Opens 
With Record Enrollment of 122 


With the highest enrollment in its 
history the Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond, Va., has begun its 1946- 
47 session. President Henry Wade Du- 
Bose announced, at the opening meet- 
ing, that 122 students were enrolled— 
45 seniors and 77 juniors. They come 
from 18 states and eight foreign coun- 
tries. Seven are the daughters of foreign 
missionaries and 75 are college grad- 
uates. 

Miss Myrtle Williamson .was pre- 
sented at the opening of the school 
as the fulltime director of field work. 
Miss Rachel Wylie, an addition to the 
faculty, will teach in the department 
of religious education and will be asso- 
ciate dean. J. Sherrard Rice, former 
navy chaplain, now studying at Prince- 
ton Seminary, will teach Bible during 
the second and third terms. Miss Neta 
Shuping, former nurse at ATS, has re- 
turned to the institution in the same 
capacity. 

Robert White Kirkpatrick, minister 
of Richmond’s Westminster church and 
public speaker professor at ATS and 
Union Seminary, made the opening ad- 
dress. 


Union Seminary Enrolls 96 
In Undergraduate School 


Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia opened its 135th year with an un- 
dergraduate enrollment of 96, 43 of 
whom are in the junior, or beginning, 
class. Included in the seminary stu- 
dent body, by special invitation of the 
faculty, is a French student, Jean Abel, 
graduate of Montpillier Seminary of 
Southern France and a member of the 
French Evangelical Church. 

A faculty of 12, including John 
Bright, returned from the Army chap- 
laincy, and James Appleby, new direc- 
tor of field work, brings the number of 
seminary professors to the largest num- 
ber in its history. 

John A. MacLean, Ginter Park min- 
ister, spoke to the students at the open- 
ing of the term on ‘‘Costs and Compen- 
sations of Being a Minister.”’ 


Southern Baptists Raise 
73% of Large Relief Fund 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—The Southern 
Baptist Convention reported here it had 
raised 73 percent of the $3,500,000 
sought this summer for relief in war- 
devastated countries. 

“T haven't any doubt,” said Conven- 
tion President Louie D. Newton, “that 
the goal will be reached before the Sep- 
tember 30 deadline.”’ 

A total of $2,549,785 has thus far 
been reported, with five of the 20 states 
in the convention having reached their 
allotments. The five states are Arizona, 
Florida, New Mexico, South Carolina 
and Texas. 
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Dr. Bell Elected Elder at Montreat 
Robert King Called as Pastor 


Recent developments at Montreat in- 
clude two items of interest. Dr: L. Nel- 
son Bell, former elder in the Swan- 
nanoa church, between Black Moun- 
tain and Asheville, has moved his mem- 
bership to the Montreat church and has 
been elected an elder in that congrega- 
tion. 

Robert King, now of Mocksville, N. 
C., formerly pastor of the First church, 
Johnson City, Tenn., has been called as 
pastor of the Montreat church. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


MOTTE MARTIN DIES 

Motte Martin, 67, missionary to 
Africa for-the past 43 years, died of a 
heart attack at Luebo, Congo Belge, 
Africa, September 15, according to a 
telegram received from the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions by the 
editors of this paper. Dr. Martin was 
a native of Marlin, Texas, a graduate of 
Austin College and Union Seminary. He 
was one of the most distinguished of 
the church’s foreign missionaries. Dur- 
ing his years of service he had received 
many decorations from the Belgian Gov- 
ernment, including the Gold Medal; 
Chevalier of the Order of the Lion; 
Chevalier of the Order of the Crown. 








CHAPLAINS 

Available for Calls 

Cc. E. Canady, Jr., Union Seminary, 
Richmond 22, Va. 

Thos. C. Duncan, Aliceville, Ala. 

Jacob S. MacKorell, Jr., 115 Wrights- 
ville Ave., Wilmington, N. C. Avail- 
able as stated supply until spring of 
1947. 

Adam H. Davidson, 506 N. Broadway, 
Minden, La. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about’ your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 















BOOK STORE 
Religious Book Cuntek 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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G. F. Garlington, 
nary, N. J. 

Freeman B. Parker, Union Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 


Prineeton Semi- 


Have Accepted Work 

John Stuart Bennett, Little Brick 
church, Knoxville, Tenn., effective Sep- 
tember 15. 


11 
CHANGES 
Cecil Thompson from Valdosta, Ga.. 
to Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga. 





Our Trust Department facilities are 
especially valuable in these days of 
complicated taxes and estate proce- 


Eugene Alexander, Victoria, Va. dure. It will cost you nothing but 
your time to discuss your problem 
with our Trust Officers. 


Paul F. Bobb, associate’ secretary, 
Central American Mission, Dallas, Tex. 

Charles Lynn Brown, White Memo- 
rial church, Raleigh, N. C. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 


Carl H. Stark, Jr., Pilot Mountain, National Bank of Richmond 


HN. €. JOHN M. MILLER, JR., 


Chairman of the Board 
D. D. Wilkinson, Presbyterian Col- H. HITER HARRIS, 
lege, Clinton, S. C. gn 


Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 


R. Murphy Williams, Jr., student 
pastor, Davidson College, N. C. 











Davidson College 
Builds 


¢ For Citizenship 
® For the Church 
© For Tomorrow 





Jchn R. Cunningham, President 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, N. C. 

Queens College is an accredited col- 
lege for women offering A. B. and B. S. 
degrees. It is owned and controlled by 
the Synod of North and the Synod of 
South Carolina. 

DR. HUNTER B. BLAKELY, 











SOUTHWESTERN 


AT MEMPHIS 
Stands for: ‘‘. . . Education brought to the highest point of 
development and efficiency and . shot through at every point 
with Christian principles.’’-—WOODROW WILSON. 
Register now for 1947-48. 
CHARLES E. DIEHL, President 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1946 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 
AN ATMOSPHERE OF SERIOUS SCHOLARSHIP. 
A TRADITION OF CHRISTIAN IDEALISM. 
A RECORD OF PROVEN LEADERSHIP. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, PRESIDENT 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





E HAVE just completed a 1,000- 
mile journey from Kano via Jos 
to Garkida and back to Jos again 
through the most interesting country 
imaginable with the best chauffeur and 
traveling companion anyone could have. 
Mr. Heckman has what it takes to be a 
missionary. He had to have Grace to 
drive with us on so long a cross-country 
trip. He had to have Grit to drive for 
17 hours with hardly a break. He had 
Gladness in spite of having eight flats 
and one blowout, ruining three tires 
and three tubes and running his bat- 
tery down to zero, since for 400 miles 
we ran with the battery not charging. 
. He taught us more about Nigeria 
than we could have learned out of 
books in a year. He has Gumption. 


I wish you could have seen one 
mother monkey pick up her baby when 
she saw our car coming. . . I hardly 
dared get a wink of sleep, for every 
time I closed my eyes I'd miss some- 
thing exciting. Who would want to 
waste time sleeping when baboons, an- 
telope, gazelles, or a laughing hyena— 
not to speak of ostriches—might cross 
your path at any time? 

” _ + 

Jos is truly the choice spot of Ni- 
geria. It is the Plateau Province 4,000 
feet high and grazes two million cattle. 

The Sudan Interior Mission has 
a@ rest house in this area, and the 
Brethren mission has a splendid school 
for missionary children here. It is the 
most ideal place we have seen, both for 














NEW! 


WESTMINSTER 








full color 








From the 
WESTMINSTER 
HISTORICAL ATLAS 
TO THE BIBLE 





reproductions 


Write for prospectus, giving complete details and prices 


6 SMALL MAPS (30"x 2314") 
The Exodus from Egypt 

Palestine During Period of Judges 
Political History of Israel and Judah 
Great Empires of Israelite Times 
Palestine During Ministry of Jesus 
The Journeys of Paul 


Printed on cloth, with site indexes 
on each map: Set of 6, with tripod, 
$15.00; without tripod, $10.50 





12 LARGE MAPS (61"x 44") 


The Exodus from Egypt 

Palestine During Period of Judges 

Political History of Israel and Judah 

Great Empires of Israelite Times 

Palestine During Ministry of Jesus 

The Journeys of Paul 

The World of the Patriarchs 

Great Empires During the Sojourn in 
Egypt 

Canaan Before Israelite Conquest 

Palestine in Biblical Times 

Maccabean and Herodian Palestine 

Roman World at Birth of Jesus 








Printed on paper backed with cloth. 
Sets of 4 in wall rack, $59.00; 8 in 
wall rack, $106.00; 12 in wall rack, 
$155.50 














Dr. Daniel Poling. 








THE WESTMINSTER 
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


By JOHN D. DAVIS. Completely revised and rewritten by 
HENRY SNYDER GEHMAN. Based on the universally accepted 
“Davis” Dictionary. Completely up to date. 16 pages of maps, 
145 line drawings. 680 pages, 6%” x 9%”. “Unsurpassed.”"— 








THE WESTMINSTER 


HISTORICAL ATLAS TO THE BIBLE 
Edited by G. ERNEST WRIGHT and FLOYD V. FILSON. 33 full 
color relief maps in halftone. 77 photos and drawings. 114 
pages, 11” x 1512”. ““Magnificent.”—Philadelphia Record. $4.00 


$3.50 








SEPTEMBER 24, 1946 


vacations and for schools. Nigeria has 
long been called “The White Man's 
jrave,’’ and the southern part is on the 
hot coast. . We have come here at 
the hottest season of the year and the 
rains are just beginning. . . . Mr. 
Heckman told us that during the war 
ten-wheel trucks took 3,000 gallons 
of gasoline at one time from this region 
to northern Afria via Lake Chad and 
across the trackless desert. We saw 
trucks bringing dried fish from Lake 
Chad and the road was full of trucks 
bringing kola nuts (out of which Coca 
Cola used to be made to distributing 
centers. The natives chem them as the 
British Indians chew beetle nuts—as 
a kind of stimulant. It makes their 


teeth red and decays them. 
. x * 





Just as we entered Jos on our fre- 
turn trip we saw a leper beggar with 
crippled feet, mounted on a horse, beg- 
ging in the public market. There are 
hundreds such here, for the Mohamme- 
dans believe that to give a beggar alms 
will bring special reward in heaven. 

* * * 

We wish to pay a special tribute to 
the many missionaries in this blazing 
hot country who do not live on this 
high plateau, but in the hot flatlands. 
Often they have no good drinking wa- 
ter and are far from the fresh fruits 
and vegetables and necessary supplies. 

Mr. Heckman drove 1,400 miles 
in an old truck in five days just to 
help us keep to our schedule and to 
help us to see all that we wanted to 
see. We could never have done all this 
without the cooperation of the Sudan 
Interior missionaries and also those of 
the Church of the Brethren. . . . The 
week we spent on the ground with Mr. 
Heckman was well worth while in every 
way. He is a walking encyclopedia of 
Nigerian woods. 

7 * * 

We saw real pagan tribes, dressed 
only in leaves—more pagan than those 
we had known in the Congo. 

7” * * 

The loveliest thing about the trip 
spiritually was how close it brought us 
to Bible lands. We saw bricks made 
without straw the foal of an 
ass (many of them) ..wise men 
dressed as wise men ought to dress and 
looking as wise men ought to look, and 
even the frankincense which they were 
supposed to bring .camel caravans 
coming from the desert . seamless 
robes—white digging wells, and 
wells by the wayside; we saw many 
women at the well goatskin wa- 
ter jugs Arabian horsemen, de- 
sert tribesmen, and many other things 
which made the Old Testament Bible 
truths far more real to us. 

* * * 

EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. and Mrs. Eu- 
gene R. Kellersberger, former Southern 
Presbyterian missionaries to Africa, are 
on an extensive trip on behalf of the 
American Mission to Lepers, with which 
organization they are now associated. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Jesus and the Law of Love 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 29 


Psalm 119:33-38; 


We complete this week a series of 
studies on Jesus’ interpretation of Old 
Testament laws. It is inevitable that 
this final study should deal with Jesus 
and the Law of Love, for in his esti- 
mation the Law and the Prophets were 
summed up in two great command- 
ments: first, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God . ; and, second, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. 

Our lesson opens, however, with a 
prayer—a prayer which might come at 
the beginning of our studies, but which 
is certainly appropriate as we bring 
them to an end. 


A Prayer, Psalm 119:33-38 


The prayer is directed toward two 
great ends: first, that we might know 
God’s law; and, second, that we might 
observe it. 

In the first two verses we have a 
prayer for enlightenment accompanied 
by a vow of obedience. Both are based 
on the conviction that formal instruc- 
tion, outward knowledge, is incomplete 
without inward illumination. “Both 
recognize the necessary priority of en- 
lightened reason as the condition of 
obedient action, and such action as the 
test and issue of enlightenment. Both 
vow that knowledge shall not remain 
barren. They differ in that the former 
verse pledges the psalmist to obedience 


unlimited in time and the latter to 
obedience without reservation.’’ (Mac- 
Laren) 


“‘Many people fail to understand the 
teachings of the Bible,’’ says Earl L. 
Douglass, ‘‘because they assume that 
Biblical truth is just like any other 
truth and, therefore, can be understood 
as one would understand things scien- 
tific or mathematical. But spiritual 
truth must be spiritually discerned. The 
remarkable thing is that even the most 
unlearned and ignorant people can un- 
derstand spiritual truth when their 
hearts and minds are open to the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, whereas people 
of profound erudition often miss the 
meaning of religious truth because they 
cannot consider it in the proper mood of 
faith.’”’ (Snowden-Douglass Sunday 
School Lesson) 

We should never enter upon a study 
of God’s word without a prayer that 
God himself would open the eyes of 
our understanding, without a pledge 
that we shall be obedient to its de- 
mands. Though the Psalmist makes the 
latter pledge gladly and completely he 
knows that he can carry it out only in 
God’s strength. Verses 35-37 request 
aid in the doing of God’s will as verses 
33-34 requested aid in the knowing 
of it. 


Matthew 5:38-48; 22:37-39 


‘“‘Make me to go in the path of thy 
commandments; for therein do I de- 
light.” If a man really delights in 
doing God’s will, if he finds more joy 
in walking in God’s way than he does 
in the way of the world, why does he 
need to offer a petition of this sort? 
“Warm as that delight may be,’”’ says 
MacLaren, “circumstances and_ flesh 
will cool it, and it is ever a struggle 
to walk in the right way.” Everyone 
who reads these words knows that that 
is true; and on the other hand that 
while it is not easy to walk in the path 
that God has marked out, we find the 
greatest joy in life in so doing. 

The petition in vs. 36 takes up and 
modifies the closing statement in vs. 
35 just as the petition in verse 35 takes 
up and modifies the closing statement 
in vs. 34. Again there seems to be a 
contradiction, but our own experience 
confirms and explains that of the 
psalmist. We do find our highest joy 
in doing God’s will, and yet so often 
we turn aside to other and lesser joys. 
And so we echo the psalmist’s prayer: 
“Incline my heart unto thy testimonies 
and not to covetousness (unlawful or 
inordinate desire).’’ The heart is apt 
to be led astray by the eyes, so the 


‘psalmist prays as we might also do, 


“Turn away my eyes from beholding 
vanity,”’ i. e., things which lack real 
substance or worth however they may 
glitter and solicit the gaze. Vanity in- 
cludes all that is false, unreal, or worth- 
less. Deliver me from the fascination 
of vain and wicked things is the real 
meaning of this petition. But if we are 
to turn away from the false, yet showy, 
values of life, to life’s abiding values 
we must be spiritually revived or quick- 
ened in God’s way. Experience of God’s 
faithfulness to his pledged word will 
do much to deliver from earth’s glamor, 
so the psalmist prays, “Confirm unto 
thy servant thy word which is in order 
unto the fear of thee’ (R. V.). The 
last clause is a little obscure, but the 
petition seems to be that God will per- 
form his promises made to those who 
fear him—promises which aim at pro- 
moting and encouraging reverence for 
him. 

Surely our own hearts echo the prayer 
of the psalmist as we conclude our study 
of Old Testament laws and as we come 
now to look at one very important appli- 
cation of Jesus’ law of love. 


The Law of Love, Mt. 5:38-48 


The Old Testament permitted ‘‘an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”’ 
(see Ex. 21:24; Levit. 24:20; Dt. 
19:21). These verses were generally 
interpreted to mean that a man could 
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return evil for evil, and in equal 
measure. Jesus, on the contrary, said, 
‘Resist not him that is evil,’’ and then 
gave four examples arranged on a de- 
scending scale to illustrate what he 
meant: (1) in case of personal injury, 
‘‘Whosoever smiteth thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other also’; 
(2) in regard to a law suit, “If any 
man would go to law with thee and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloak also’; (3) as to official demands, 
forced service, military or civil, ““Who- 
soever shall compel thee to go one mile 
go with him two’; (4) when it is a 
request, “Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away.” 

How are we to understand these 
words? Some say that the injunction to 
“turn the other cheek,’ for example, 
should be taken literally—not only by 
the individual, but also by a nation— 
that Christians should always be paci- 
fists, therefore, even in the most ex- 
treme cases. Christians generally are 
not prepared to take this interpretation. 
They point out that Jesus himself did 
not follow this rule with absolute 
literalness. They argue also that if the 
pacifist insists on taking this one pre- 
cept literally, he must take the other 
precepts in the series literally also, re- 
fuse to resist evil men, give every man 
who sues him more than he demands, 
decline no one who asks him for a gift 
or a loan. No modern pacifist takes all 
these injunctions literally. They ap- 
pear to be inconsistent when they in- 
sist that one of the four illustrations 
shall be so interpreted. 

We note again that Jesus’ words re- 
fer to an injury which is done to one’s 
self. It does not necessarily follow 
that one is to stand idly by when an 
injury he can prevent is done to a 
helpless woman or a helpless child or 
to a helpless nation. Jesus did not 
command soldiers to abandon their 
trade. 

His words mean that under no cir- 
cumstances should we give way to the 
spirit of revenge and retaliation just 
described, ‘‘an eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth’; that it would be 
better to turn the other cheek, to give 
away our coat as well as our cloak, to go 
the second mile, for example, than to 
strike back simply for the sake of re- 
venge. This is the negative principle. 
More positively, it is Jesus’ idea that 
we should attempt to overcome men’s 
hatred by the exercise of active love, a 
willingness to endure insult, a readi- 
ness to admit not only the just claims 
of our opponents, but to surrender more 
than absolute justice would require; to 
do more than we are actually required 
to do; to give not necessarily whatever 
any man may ask, but whatever love 
may suggest. 

Jesus’ fundamental principal was that 
evil cannot be destroyed by evil, but 
only by love. The exact form that love 
will take depends upon the circum- 
stances. It is a principle that Jesus 
sets forth and illustrates, rather than 
an infiexible rule. And a principle that 
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has been illustrated again and again in 
individual experience and world history. 
Jesus’ words point the way out of the 
world’s present predicament just as they 
offered the way of escape for the Jews 
of His own day. 

First, revenge must be repudiated 
not only by individuals but also by 
nations. 

We won the first world war but lost 
the peace, and having lost the peace we 
lost the war as well. One of the reasons 
why the Versailles peace treaty was not 
more effective, in the estimation of a 
great-many men competent to express a 
judgment, was that it was so thor- 
oughly permeated with the spirit of re- 
venge. Messrs. Hoover and Gibson, 
who lived through these days and have 
sought to discover why the Versailles 
treaty and other such attempts in the 
past have failed to insure the peace, 
draw the inescapable conclusion, ‘Ex- 
perience shows that no nation can be 
punished as a whole and, at the same 
time, leave any hopes for lasting peace.”’ 

Why is it wrong for us to seek re- 
venge on Germany and Japan, and why 
is it impossible for us to have both 
revenge and peace? Because such re- 
venge will fall not only on the Nazis 
responsible for the German atrocities, 
but also on the German nation as a 
whole (which never gave Hitler a ma- 
jority vote so long as it was free to 
express its choice), including those Ger- 
mans, not an inconsiderable number, 
who were opposed to the Nazi tyranny; 
and most important of all, it will fall 
chiefly, and increasingly so, upon Ger- 
man children who had no responsibility 
for the war whatsoever, upon unborn 
generations of German children who will 
make up the Germany of tomorrow. 
And such a peace will arouse answering 
bitterness and resentment in their 
hearts and will drive them into a new 
war whenever outside pressure is re- 
moved, and as soon as their own re- 
sources are sufficient. As Hoover and 
Gibson insist, ‘‘The endless treadmill 
of punishment must be stopped in the 
world, if there is to be real peace. Vic- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

tory with defeat is ultimate defeat in 
We can have peace 
or we can have revenge, but we cannot 


the modern world. 


have both.” 


Conditions of Lasting Peace 


It is proper that those responsible 
for atrocities in Germany and in Japan 
should be punished, that German and 
Japanese military might should be de- 
stroyed, that both nations be disciplined 
and restrained so long as the peace of 
the world require it. But Christians 
who sincerely desire peace will do well 
to heed the words of their Master and 
to oppose all ideas of revenge and re- 
taliation, to remember that ‘‘Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:19). 

Jesus’ more positive principle, as we 
have seen, was that we must seek to 
overcome evil with good. The principle 
is formulated more explicitly in verses 
43-48. 


These words apply to one’s personal 
enemies, of course, but also to the 
enemies of one’s nation. The men and 
women who first listened to them would 
think of the Romans, just as we today 
think naturally of our former enemy 
nations. 

What does it mean to love one’s 
enemy? Asso frequently noted in these 
columns the word does not mean that 
we must like our enemies, but that we 
must desire their welfare, seek their 
highest good, whether we like them or 
not. 

Is it possible, or desirable, to love our 
national enemies? Some do not think 
so. It is very doubtful, however, if 
hatred helped to win the war. It cer- 
tainly will not help to maintain the 
peace. Force can hold a virile people 
like the Germans down for a decade, 
for two decades, perhaps for three 
decades, but force will not hold them 
down forever. Only love (goodwill) can 
break down the barriers of resentment, 
hatred, and ill will, and make the Ger- 
mans, the Japanese, all peoples, part- 
ners in a peace which all have an in- 
terest in preserving. 

No people have greater reason to hate 
the Nazis than the Jews. It is doubtful 
if any people in all of history have 
ever been so brutally treated. The Cen- 
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The Layman’s View 
, By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


OSSESSION of a properly issued 
P States Department of State identifies the bearer as a citizen of this nation. 
Any bearer of such a passport is entitled to the protection, privileges, and 
Unless restricted, the passport does for one 
It tells little of the bearer’s morals, char- 
acter, or social conduct beyond the point that he is not a traitor or an escaped 


All men are identified as the children of God. 
entitled to those privileges which He distributes universally. All, 
and the strong, the good and the bad, share in the dispensation of nature. 

Only those who have lived far from their native land can understand 
the thrill which comes from unexpectedly meeting a fellow-American on for- 
Later and fuller acquaintance may color one’s regard, but at first 


If we could recognize in all men the common and kindred citizenship of 
God’s kingdom, many of the world’s problems would cease to be headaches. 
Race, color, creed, and politics would assume secondary significance. 


passport with the seal of the United 


As such, all are equally 
the weak 
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tral Conference of Jewish Rabbis, on 
the eve of the Nazi collapse, said, “In 
considering the treatment of a defeated 
jermany we, as religious leaders, first 
affirm our confident hope that the vic- 
torious allies will be guided by justice 
rather than by vengeance. We believe 
that a re-educated German people can 
in time become a worthy member of 
the family of mankind.’’ Would that 
all Christians shared the spirit of their 
Master as fully as the Central Confer- 
ence of Jewish rabbis. 

‘Love your enemies,” says Jesus, ‘‘for 
if ye love them that love you, what 
reward have ye? Do not even the pub- 
licans (or the Nazis) the same? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what 
do ye more than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles (or the Japanese) the 
same? Ye therefore shall be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

Did Jesus then mean that we could 
actually achieve moral perfection, that 
we could really become perfect even as 
our heavenly Father is perfect? Cer- 
tainly he did not, for he makes it clear 
in one of his parables, that when we 
have done our utmost we must still re- 
member that we are unprofitable serv- 
ants (Lk. 17:10). The man whom God 
will justify is not the man who prays, 
“I thank thee, God, that I am not as 
other men are,”’ but the man who prays, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner” (Lk. 
18:9-14). The scientist will never dis- 
cover complete truth in any field, but 
he must take that as his goal; the 
artist will never paint a picture that is 
ideally beautiful, but that must be his 
aim; we will never achieve moral per- 
fection in this life, but that should be 
our effort.’’* 


lil. The Two Great Comamndments, 
Matthew 22:37-38 


These two verses have been ex- 
pounded so often in these columns, and 
our remaining space is so limited, that 
we shall not attempt a full exposition. 
Notice, however, that Jesus is answering 
a question. The question had to do 
with one commandment, the greatest 
and most important of them all. But 
Jesus in his reply gave not one but two 
commandments. Why? Evidently be- 
cause one without the other is incom- 
plete. One cannot love God without 
also loving his neighbor. On the other 
hand, love for one’s neighbor—the un- 
lovely as well as the lovely—will not 
long endure unless it is based on love 
to God. Love to God is fundamental, 
but love to man is also essential. On 
these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets. 


*The exposition of Mt. 5:38-48 given 
above is condemned from a fuller treat- 
ment in the writer’s forthcoming book, 
The Sermon on the Mount and Its Mean- 
ing for Today (John Knox Press). 
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BOOK SECTION 


THE NEW MODERNISM. By Cor- 
nelius Van Til. Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Publishing Company, 525 Locust 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 379 pages. $3.75. 





Dr, Van Til is professor of Apolo- 
getics at Westminster Theological 
Seminary, the seminary of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. His book is a 
criticism of the Theology of Crisis from 
the point of view of Protestant Ortho- 
doxy. Dr. Van Til has read widely in 
the literature of Barth and Brunner. He 
writes as a scholar who has thoroughly 
prepared himself for his task, His book 
is in no sense popular. In both thought 
and language it is difficult reading. It 
does represent the most painstaking 
evaluation of Barthianism from the 
point of view of fundamentalism that 
has appeared. 

Dr. Van Til contends that both Barth 
and Brunner in spite of their differences 
have received their point of view from 
Kant. He feels that their restatement 
of the content of the Christian faith is 
a New Modernism, which is not true to 
the historic meaning of the Christian 
faith. 

It is not possible within the limits of 
this review to deal with this basic con- 
tention. We can say that neither Barth 
nor Brunner would accept it as a valid 
statement of their fundamental point of 
view. It seems to this reviewer that in 
his effort to maintain his thesis Dr. Van 
Til has consistently charged Barth and 
Brunner with positions which are not 
true to their basic thought. A case in 
point is his insistence that neither Barth 
nor Brunner believes in an ontological 
Trinity. Just the meaning that Dr. Van 
Til puts into this phrase is not clear. 
But it would seem to this reviewer that 
both Barth and Brunner believe in the 
Trinity as an eternal distinction within 
the Godhead. 

Dr. Van Til has missed the positive 
content of Barthianism. He has under- 
estimated the value of its attack on 
Modernism. But he has given a search- 
ing appraisal of the Theology of Crisis 
from the point of view of fundamental- 
ism. Those who share his point of view 
will constantly quote this book as proof 
that the Theology of Crisis is a new 
modernism. To all others the book will 
remain unconvincing both in its under- 
standing of the meaning of the Theology 
of Crisis and in its estimate of its sig- 
nificance. 

; HOLMES ROLSTON. 

Charlotte, N: C, 


OUR COUNTRY IS INDIA. Com- 
piled by Rebecca Wells Loeffler. 
Friendship Press, New York, 1946. 


Here is a book that gives one some- 
thing of the tang and flavor of Indian 
life. Written, in the main, by young 
Indian Christian leaders themselves, it 
presents an intimate and authentic pic- 


briefly student India, village India, the 
role of the church and the Indian scene. Richmond, Va. 
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thoughts and desires of This little book should certainly find a 
particularly of Christian place on the reading list of those who 
scope is broad, covering are interested in studying India. 

ELEANOR C. (Mrs. D. G.) MILLER. 
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DISTINGUISHED RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


THE 
Re-Discovery of 
the Old Testament 


By H. H. ROWLEY. We cannot discard the Old 
Testament simply because we have a New 
Testament. Dr. Rowley makes it vividly clear 
that the great prophets provided the indispen- 
sable preparation for a New Testament which 
would reach to all men. Just published, $3.00 





Distinctive Ideas of 
the Old Testament 


By NORMAN H. SNAITH. By steering a mid- 
course between Hebrew and Greek ideals, tra- 
ditional Christianity has neglected many Old 
Testament ideas. Dr. Snaith explains these ideas 
and shows how the approach to the Bible 
through Greek thought has tended to destroy 
the essence of Christianity. Just published, $2.75 
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The River Jordan 


By NELSON GLUECK. A richly illustrated ac- 
count of the world’s most storied river. “A veri- 
table treasure for all who love the Bible and the 
Holy Land. Written with learning, personality, 
and spiritual feeling; illustrated with extraor- 
dinary photographs.”—Dr. Millar Burrows, Yale 
Divinity School. | Over 100 illustrations, $3.50 
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